Limb reconstruction versus amputation decision making in massive lower extremity trauma.
Massive lower extremity trauma, in particular open tibial fractures with associated vascular injuries, presents an immediate and complex decision-making challenge between a limb salvage attempt and primary amputation. Unfortunately, the literature to date is deficient in providing sound and defensible guidelines for primary amputation. Individual patient variables, specific extremity injury characteristics, and associated injuries must all be weighed before a decision can be reached. Further prospective studies are necessary before a well-defined protocol for primary amputation can be properly developed.